Case Study Exercise - Murphy Property, Reisterstown, MD


Please separate into groups of four or five people to complete this activity. The goal of this activity is to use the information provided to develop some project ideas and tools and techniques that may be needed to complete the projects.

Situation

Sue and Bob Murphy just purchased their 4.5 acre property north of Reisterstown in Baltimore County. The majority of the property is old agricultural fields that are presently in fescue grass.  Outside of the lawn around the home, most of it is cut to produce hay. The north end of the property is mature oak woodland of mostly large diameter black oak, white oak, and hickory that are 12-27’ in diameter. There is little understory due to the high deer population in the area. What understory exists is mostly honeysuckle, multiflora rose, grapevine, and other invasive species. There are very few snags in the woods but there are numerous trees that are overtopped and growing poorly.
The field edge and the woods that goes up along an old draw are composed of younger trees (5-10” diameter) black walnut, red maple, cherry, and a mix of other species. Most of these trees established themselves after the land was taken out of agricultural production decades ago. The trees are very crowded together and would benefit from some thinning to encourage the growth of mast producing trees. The crowns of the trees in the draw are covered with grapevine and bittersweet vines that are resulting in breakage in the crown during ice, snow and wind storms. 

The old field area on both sides of the old draw and along the woods edge are very steep and very difficult to mow. The remainder of the old field area up to and around the house is fairly level. The Murphy’s have two children and Bob commutes to work. They do not want to spend weekends mowing 3.5 acres of lawn and would like to convert the steep areas to forest and develop some natural areas around the home that would provide shade and wildlife habitat. They do want an area of lawn in the back so they have a good view of the woods. 
Objectives:
1. Reduce lawn moving and create wildlife habitat 

2. Create some privacy areas around the home that will provide shade, wildlife habitat and aesthetics

3. Enhance personal satisfaction and natural area improvement by controlling vines and invasive species.
Identify 3-4 Different Management Units based on the maps and objectives of the owners Pg 22-23)? What is the stage of succession for each management unit (Pg 31-35)?
 1) 

2)

3) 

4) 

What are few principles of succession, forestry and wildlife that may be useful as I look for project ideas (Pg 31-42)? 

What are some sources of maps that may be useful? What do they show me about the landscape around the property?
Can you suggest some specific project ideas to meet the objectives (Pg 62 -63)? Provide a rough timeline when you would want to carry out the projects? Indicate the time of year when they will be done.
What tools and techniques may I need (Look at Pg 64-72)?

Other comments or concerns?
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